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Federalism and Hurricane Katrina
Question one; choose three concepts and explain how the video and readings highlight the challenges, benefits and/or drawbacks of our federal system of government
I. Constitutional provisions for federalism 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A benefit is that the national government has the right to exercise constitutional requirements in any state, whether the legislators in state levels oppose or propose these constitutional provisions. From the video, the federal state introduces wolves to the State of Idaho and questions arise about the grounds that the national government had to mandate the state of Idaho had to allow the reintroduction of wolves? However, the federal government was acting as per the Federal Endangered Species Act, passed by Congress in 1973, which imposes federal mandates on states to protect animal species that are deemed in danger of becoming extinct. 
II. Grants and mandates
The federal government has the grant-in-aid program that it uses to expand its mandate over the federal government. The federal government passes various legislations that it expects the state governments to adapt and follow; failure to which the state government loses grants and funds associated with these policies. For example, the federal government passed a national drunk driving standard, as measured by a .08 blood alcohol level, and all state governments were to adhere to the policy or loose allocation of the federal highway funds. Thus, these grants and mandates limit the extent to which state governments can form and pass legislations to address the issues affecting individual states. 
III. The bureaucratic organization of government
A benefit of federalism is that it allows for devolution. In this case, devolution refers to the transfer or delegation of power from the federal government to the state government and other lower level administrations. The delegation of power gives the state government more power to deal with its state level affairs. For example, in 1996 when President Clinton signed a welfare reform bill that provided federal funds to the states in the form of block grants, but allowed states to set their own welfare policies. This was a strategy to allow states to determine for themselves how they should assist their citizens in the manner they deem fit and effective. 
Question two; what do you think the biggest challenge to addressing the impact of Hurricane Katrina was? How was this handled or mishandled? Who bears the brunt of responsibility and blame for the way in worked out? What do you think should have been done since to address the issue? 
The biggest challenge that affected the manner in which Hurricane Katrina was addressed was the issue of slow decision making. In the memoir, former President Bush says “The problem was not that I made the wrong decisions. It was that I took too long to decide.” The issue was mishandled in that the manner in which the federal government responded, and particularly the delay in sending federal troops to go save the people who were trapped in the flooding water. Thus, the federal government bears the brunt of responsibility and blame for the way in worked out. These delays convinced the people that the federal government was not concerned about the incident and the welfare of the affected people. To address the issue, it would have been the responsibility of the state and regional government to make such fast and crucial decisions. 
Question three; Politics and Disasters: President Bush received harsh criticism for his flyover of New Orleans in Air Force One. When and how should a President visit an area affected by disaster? What are the benefits and drawbacks?
The appropriate time for a president to visit an area affected by disaster is after resources and effective strategies have been deployed to help those in need. A president visit before that makes things get worse before they get better. For example, there will be profound logistical difficulties involved in arranging for presidential travel will only get in the way of offering help to those in need. Secondly, at this time, safety for the president has been assured and that he can show his support and willingness to assist the affected people. Such a visit is advantageous and a show of support and help to strategize on the way forward regarding an issue. 

